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Our next meeting is Thursday, November 21, 2024, early arrivals from 6:00 PM 


Collecting the U.S. coins of 1939, 85 years ago 


Club Meeting Calendar for 2024 


Jan. 18 May 16 Sep: 19 
Feb. 15 June 20 Oct. 17 
Mar. 21 July 18 Nov. 21 
Apr. 18 Aug. 15 Dec. 19 


Grading Braided Hair Half-Cents 


Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 
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An 1849 Braided Hair Half-cent graded AU-50 


The Braided Hair Half-cent was struck for circulation from 
1849 thru 1857 wit h the exception of 1852 which was s truck as a 
proof only and not intended for regular circulation. Most dates were 
struck in the tens of thousands, (i.e. with only five figures) with the 
exception of the 1851 when 141,672 produced and the 1853 with 
129,694 coined. Despite these figures none of the dates produced for 
circulation are considered scarce, let alone rare, and are affordable. The 
author was able to acquire a complete set within the About 
Uncirculated grades between 1991 and 1995 ranging in grades from 
AU-50 thru AU- 58. As a result, the other two half-cents both in the 
1850se appears to be similarly graded as Almost Uncirculated. 
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d Hair Half-cent graded AU-58 
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An 1853 


An 1857 Braided Hair Half-cent graded AU-53 


Collecting the US Coins of 1939 by Arno Safran 
F - 


The Tryon and Peresphere at the 1939 New York World’s Fair 


The New York World’s Fair of 1939-40 was considered a 
“blast into the future”. It opened on April 30, 1939 celebrating the 150" 
anniversary of George Washington becoming our first president of the 
United States, yet there was an uneasiness germinating throughout our 
nation. While the Great depression had eased somewhat, Germany was 
loading itself with armaments of war. Six months later Germany would 
attack Poland bringing Great Britain, France and the Soviet Union into 
war with Germany and Italy. Winston Churchill would soon be 
contacting President Franklin Roosevelt regarding armaments. But to 
the youth of that era with its unbelievable and futuristic exhibits the 
New York World’s Fair was nothing short of awesome. So were some 
of our nation’s coins back then as well. 


President Franklin Delano Roosevelt opens the 1939 World's Fair 


President Franklin Delano Roosevelt opens the 1939 World’s Fair 


-2- 


Vol. 24, No. 11 


The Augusta, GA Coin Club Monthly Newsletter 


November, 2024 


Collecting the US Coins of 1939: 85 years ago 


(Continued from page 1, column 2) 


The obverses of a Brilliant uncirculated 1939-P Year Set 
Despite its 85 years, this is an affordable set in BU as millions were 
struck for each denomination as many were saved by the roll. 
[Apply 3x glasses or magnify to 200% to view details,] 

After 1933 the US suspended gold coinage and with 
the striking of the Peace dollar in 1935, silver dollar coinage 
also came to an end leaving only five denominations; the cent, 
nickel, dime quarter and half dollar. These were struck at all 
three Mints; Philadelphia, Denver and San Francisco and from 
1936 on, most of the denominations were coined in fairly large 
numbers, especially those in Philadelphia. As a result, most 
1939 coins are inexpensive through MS-64. 


The reverses of a Brilliant uncirculated 1939-P Year set 


A 1939 Lincoln cent graded MS-64 full Red 


By 1939, the population of the United Stats had grown 
substantially with the result that the Philadelphia Mint struck a record 
316,466,000 Lincoln Wheat back cents, far more than the San 
Francisco and Denver mints with the result that the coin in the grade 
shown is worth only $10.00 today but by 2039, it will be worth more so 
collectors can afford this lovely gem easily. The 1939-D and S are 
worth more but not overwhelmingly. 


A 1939 Jefferson nickel graded MS-65 with full steps 
[Apply 3x glasses or magnify to 200% to view details,] 

In 1938 the Buffalo nickel was struck only at the Philadelphia 
Mint and for the last time. Later in that year, the Jefferson nickel 
replaced it being coined at all three mints, Philadelphia, Denver and 
San Francisco, so by 1939 the coin shown directly above was in its 
second year of production. Jefferson nickels with fully struck steps in 
front of Monticello command a premium. This coin also has the reverse 
of 1940 which has been straightened from the curved reverse of 1938 
and is considered more desirable. Today it retails for $65.00 but prices 
realized at recent auctions suggest that one can obtain the coin for as 
little as $40.00. 

In 1939 the Lincoln cent turned 30. The Mercury dime 
and Walking Liberty half dollar celebrated their 23" birthdays. 
The Washington quarter was now seven and the Jefferson 
nickel, just one. The latter was struck with two subtle reverse 
varieties that year; refereed to as the types of °38 and ’40. The 
first variety features the steps of 1938 which were rounded and 
not very well defined while those of 1940 are framed in a 
narrow rectangle and appear to be sharper 


Detail of 1939 Jefferson nickel reverse subtypes 
Left: steps of ’38, rounded; Right: steps of ’40, rectangular framed 
[Apply 3 x glasses or magnify to 200%] 


While there are known major rarities, the 1939-D Jefferson 
nickel is still considered the key date for a regular issue of that 
series while the 1939-P error variety featuring the doubled 
Monticello on the reverse (not shown) is one of the more 
popular double dies in all of numismatics. Collectors may still 
be able to find a low grade example in dealers’ junk boxes. 

Back in 1939 a nickel had the purchasing power of around 80¢. 


\ eae: 


The “key” date 1939-D Jefferson nickel is a $100 coin in MS-65 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 
The tiny D for the Denver Mint appears on the right side of 
the coin’s reverse. It used to be expensive but its value has dropped to 
around $100 retail with auction prices as low as $45.00 today. 
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Collecting the US Coins 1939: 85 years ago 


(Continued from page 2, column 2) 


A 1939 Mercury dime graded MS-65 without full bands 
[Apply 3x glasses or magnify to 200% to view details,] 

The model for the Mercury dime was the young wife of 
the poet Wallace Stevens who was said to be quite beautiful. 
Shortly after the Stevens were married they rented an apartment 
in New York City whose landlord just happened to be Adolph 
Weinman. The sculptor needed a model to sit for his rendition 
of the new dime and Elsie posed for him to help defray the cost 
of the Stevens couple‘s rent. Her husband Wallace Stevens later 
became a successful Insurance Company executive but is best 
known today as a major poet which he claimed d was as a 
means of escape from one’s stringent business requirements. 
Along with Carl Sandburg and Robert Frost, Wallace Stevens 
became one of the most renowned American poets of the first 
half of the 20" century but it was his lovely young attractive 
wife Elsie whose countenance adorned the Winged Liberty 
Mercury dime from 1916 to 1945. 

: z 


Mrs. Elsie Stevens and her husband, the poet Wallace Stevens 


The 1939 Mercury dime was struck at all three Mints 
with 67,740,000 struck at the Philadelphia Mint, 24,394,000 at 
the Denver Mint and just 10,540,000 produced at the San 
Francisco Mint. During this period, the western mints were still 
representing a minority of United States citizens compared with 
the eastern and central states of our vast nation which accounts 
for the smaller numbers. Today, the Denver Mint often strikes 
more coins in a given year than the Philadelphia Mint. As a 
result, as 1939-P Mint grading MS-65 will be far less expensive 
than either the Denver or San Francisco Mint examples in the 
same grade. Today a 1939-P Mercury dime retails for just 
$50.00 with the average prices realized for one at auctions 
around $40.00. Oddly, the 1939-D and S issues are only a tad 
more expensive between ten and fifteen dollars higher in MS- 
65. The reason for this is that starting in 1934 during the 
depression coin dealers started hoarding U.S. coins as soon as 
they left the mints. 


A 1939-P Washington quarter dollar graded MS-65 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

When it comes to the Washington Quarter which was 
first produced in 1932, the differences in price for a 1939 
quarter grading MS-65 is much larger in the branch mints, and 
especially the San Francisco Mint than in those struck at the 
Philadelphia Mint. According to the 2025 Red Book a 
Washington quarter graded MS-65 at the Philadelphia Mint 
currently retails for just $65 while the Denver Mint issue in the 
same grade is currently listed at $95, only $30.00 higher. 
However the 1939-S Quarter is another matter as the Red Book 
lists it at $265 for one graded MS-65 


A 1939-S Washington quarter dollar graded MS-63 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 

The 1939-S Washington quarter has actually 
dropped in price over the past fifteen years but still is fairly 
expensive compared with the 1939-P and 1939 D issues. Only 
the 1937-S with 1,652,000, the 1932-D with 436,800 and the 
1932-S with just 408,000 struck rank lower. Despite this, the 
1939-S is not regarded as a rare date. Some dealers think this 
date could be considered a “sleeper”. A 1939-S quarter had the 
purchasing power of what $5.00 could acquire today. 


A Mint state 1939 Waling Liberty Half dollar grading MS-65 

[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen or up to 150% to view details.] 
Adolph Weinman also created the Walking Liberty 
half-dollar in 1916 and many consider this coin the second most 
beautiful and artistic U.S. coin after Saint-Gaudens $20.00 gold 
piece along with the 1836 Gobrecht dollar and just looking at 
the photo explains why. It currently retails for $250 with 
examples similar selling for just below $200 according to PCGS 
COINFACTS. They don’t produce coins like this anymore 
according to the author’s opinion. It cost the author $24 in 1976. 


(Continued on page 4, column 1) 
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Collecting the US Coins 1939: 85 years ago 


(Continued from page 3, column 2) 


A complete set of 1939 coins from t e Philadelphia Mint 


The 1939 Walking Liberty half-dollar was one of the first 
coins the author acquired when the 200" anniversary of the United 
States was being celebrated in 1976. It is hard to believe this early 
numismatic acquisition was acquired 48 years ago. In those days, no 
one sent their newly acquired coins to any of the four companies that 
graded coins which didn’t start until 1987. If one wanted to display 
one’s completion of a date set, all he or she had to do was to obtain a 
plastic container that featured such a set like the one shown directly 
above. Today that appears no longer possible since most collectors 
obtain their individual coins already enclosed in a plastic see through 
holder. That said, one of the problems with the original sets once stored 
over time, that some of the coins would become molded. This doesn’t 
occur when they are inserted in the plastic capsules today. 


= i ae i 

On April 30, 1939 at 3:30 PM the New York World’s Fair 
opened. President Franklin Roosevelt viewed it as “a world of 
tomorrow open to all mankind”. In addition to the Tryon and 
Peresphere other highlights included the General Motors “Futurama” 
building, NBC’s experimental television and Kodak-chrome color slide 
film. In July, 1939 the terminally ill NY Yankees star Lou Gehrig 
announced his retirement from baseball in front of thousands of fans, 
exclaiming he was ‘the luckiest men alive”. The two major movies of 
the year may have been the two greatest flicks of all time, “Gone with 
the Wind” and “The Wizard of Oz”. The population of the United 
States was around 130 million and the country was beginning to show 
signs of coming out of the Depression. Our artistic coinage of the 
period represented symbols of hope and future prosperity. 


AUGUSTA COIN CLUB, 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
October 17, 2024 


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Sunrise Grill by President, Shelby Plooster. 
We had 40 members present. 


T\he Secretary's Report: 
The September 19, 2024 minutes were not 
read. A copy is kept on file. 


The Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer's Report was sent by email by 
Stacey Plooster. We have $10,400.07 deposited in 
the \checking account. 


The Prize Winners: 

Kathy Leaphart and Rick Heise each won a one- 
Oz. Silver Eagle. The winner of the 50/50 raffle for 
$60.00 was Mike Brill. 


Our Fall Coin Show 

Our 2024 Fall Show is scheduled for Nov. 
15th (Friday) and Nov. 16th (Saturday) 2024 
Steve Nix - Bourse Chairman. It will be held at the 
Columbia County Exhibition \Center located at the 
Grovetown Walmart at Exit 190. The dealers can set 
up on Thursday night from 4 pm to 8 pm. Mr. 
Sammy Lucky provided our post cards that we will 
be mailed out to the members and recent attendees. 
Thank you, Mr. Lucky. Steve Nix reported 70 tables 
have already been sold, another sell-out! Please sign 
up to help manage the front desk. 


Show and Tells 

Bryan Hoyt displayed an 1863 copper nickel 
and Indian Head cent. Also one hundred one-dollar 
star notes were passed around the room. 


The Program: 

Arno Safran’s program was on collecting U.S. 
coins ending in six. Below are some of the coins 
Arno presented. 


Year Type Grade 
1806 D raped Bus\t Large cent XF 40 
1826 Lettered edge Half-dollar AU 53 
1836 Gobrecht dollar NGC AU 58 
1846 Dime Fine-15 
1856 Braided Hair Large cents 2 varieties, 

1 slanted and one upright AU_55 
1856 Two half dollars 
1876 20-cent coin Philadelphia Mint MS-63 
1886 V nickel MS 62 
1896 Barber quarter MS 64 
1896 Barber half dollar MS 63 


1906 Red brown Indian cent unc 
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1906 Barber half dollar Ms 63+ 
1916 Mercury dime MS-65 
1916 Barber quarter MS-63 
1916 Standing Liberty 25 cents MS-62 
1926 Oregon Trail half dollar unc 
1926 —_uncirculated year set 
1976 Bicentennial quarter, half dollar and dollar 


Arno explained why he acquired each coin, 
it's importance as part of one's collection, its rarity, 
filling in a year set or its attractiveness within grade 
or its artistic qualities. 


President Shelby Plooster gave Arno a certificate of 
appreciation for his fine program. 
Old Business: 

Perfect attendance for the 2024 has been 
reinstated. 


Red books (2025) that were on sale for $10.00 for 
wire bound and $12.00 for hard copies. There is only 
1 left. 

Anyone who gives a program will be eligible 
for a drawing of a one-tenth oz. gold coin. If you 
drink a soda at the meeting, please leave a tip for at 
the Sunrise Grill. 


New Business: 

Member Charles White’s will be present a 
program at the November meeting on “Local Notes 
(Obsolete Currency) of Augusta Ga and the 
surrounding area. 

We are planning to have a dinner at our 
December meeting. 


Upcoming Coin Shows: 


Atlanta Monthly Show 
17, 2024 Marietta, Ga 


Tennessee State Show 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Midlands Coin Show November 1-2, 2024 


South Carolina Numismatic Association’s 52nd Coin 
Show October 24-26, 2024 Greenville, Sc 


November 


November 8-10, 2024 


Our Monthly Coin Auction: 

First VP Burles Johnson ran the auction (10 
lots). Shelby Plooster and Everett Price delivered the 
goods as the auction was carried on; therefore, 
speeding up the auction. Bids recorder was Tommy 
Rhoden. 


Respectively Submitted, 
John Thomas Attaway 


Kindly patronize our Advertisers 


Since 1941 ` é 
. 9 5 
Glein’s Kare Coins \&j4 
3830 Washington Rd., Ste. 32 Martinez, GA 30907 
Buying & Selling U.S. Coins, Currency & Confederate 
- ALL GOLD & SILVER BULLION - 
(Eagles, K-Rands, Maple Leafs & Pandas) 
COIN APPRAISALS 
STEVE DAMRON 
Ph: (706) 755-2249 
Fax: (706) 755-2461 
Tue-Fri 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
Sat. 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 


Respectful, Friendly & Courteous Service @ 
Augusta Coin Exchange 


} Mon-Fri |417AM-4PM 706.210.5486 | 702.845.1934 { 
Sat | 11AM - 4PM JR.Rusinko @yahoo.com 
Member : ANA-R147538, CAC, SeniorCoins1792 @gmail.com : 


PCGS, NGC & ICTA 4015 Washington Ad, STE -L 
Dealer LIC # 40829 Buying and Selling Martinez, GA 30907 


LIFE MEMBER 


JOHN M. RUSINKO 


WAYNESBORO, GEORGIA 30830 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY---10AM TO 5PM 
BUYING AND SELLING US COINS AND BULLION 


WILL BUY SINGLE COINS OR COIN COLLECTIONS 
WWW.FLEETWOODCOINS.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/FLEETWOODCOINS 
PHONE---706-551-5115 


Rusty CuMBERLEDGE 
Southeast Regional Representative 


/X Phone 800-888-1861 


eal customerservice@anacs.com 
ANACS 
AMERICA'S OLDEST GRADING SERVICE ad P.O. Box 6000 


ERRE Englewood, Colorado 80155 
www.anacs.com 


